
 

 

 Security and introductory briefing 
Prepared by Camilo Mora 

 
1. Describe project:  Welcome to the Carbon Neutrality Project. We want you to take the challenge of being 

carbon neutral for one year. The premise is simple: estimate your carbon emissions and then plant enough 

trees to remove all that carbon. The average carbon footprint for a person in Hawaii is 13 tons of CO2 a 

year; all it takes is to plant 10 trees a year. And that is the goal for every one of us today: to plant 10 trees!. 

 

2. Specific goal of the event: To plant 10,000 trees today. What we learn today, will help us figure out how we 

can plant ONE million trees a year, and make Hawai‘i the first Carbon Neutral State in the nation. 

 

3.  Safety considerations:  Check for cover shoes, not sandals or barefoot on site 

No running on site 

Indicate position of bathrooms 

Indicate position of nursery tent 

Indicate position of drinking water and snacks tent 

Ask to be safe, and to let us know of any hazardous condition 

 

4. Describe species to be planted: 

 

Koa: Scientific name Acacia koa. Only found in Hawaii. It was commonly found from nearly sea level to above 

7,000 feet. Wood is very valuable, so due to over-exploitation populations are restricted to just higher 

elevations. 

 

Lonomea: Scientific name Sapindus oahuensis. Only found in Kauaʻi and Oʻahu. Found from 200 to 2000 feet. 

It has very hard blackish seeds that were used for medicinal purposes and to make leis. It is a species listed 

as vulnerable. 

 

Wiliwili: Scientific name Erythrina sandwicensis. Only found in Hawaii. Common in dry forest up to 2,000 feet. 

It loses all leaves during summer. Only native Hawaiian tree with spines. Because of its low density, it was 

used to make surfboards by native Hawaiians. Due to an infestation by gall wasp, the species is in critical 

status. A parasitoid second wasp was introduced by the Department of Agriculture in 2008. 

 

Kou: Scientific name Cordia subcordata. Originally, it was considered as a Polynesian introduction. However, 

kou fossils, pre-dating human arrival, were discovered and thus the species is now considered native 

Hawaiian. The seeds are edible and have been eaten during famine. Wood was used by native Hawaiians to 

make bowls and utensils. The flowers are used to make lei. 

 

5. Describe carbon sequestration potential: Through photosynthesis, all these species have the capacity to 

take CO2 from the air, turn it into glucose (biomass) and release air. If they manage to survive and grow 

well, in five years the koa could sequester five tons of CO2 , and the lonomea, wiliwili and kou one ton. 

 

6. Proceed to demonstrate planting protocol, by planting one tree, while asking the attention of the team. 

 

7. Let’s have a good time planting trees and thanks for joining our Carbon Neutrality Project. 


